Western Australia's expanding offshore oil and gas industry come with increasing risks and pressures to the 
Introduction
Ningaloo Reef extends over 250 km along the central coast of Western Australia, and is one of the longest fringing reefs on the west side of any continent in the world (Taylor and Pearce 1999) . It exhibits high biodiversity, with at least 217 species of hard corals (Veron and Marsh 1988) and 500 species of finfish (Hutchins 1994) , and is renowned for frequent visits by iconic marine fauna including humpback whales, manta rays, dol-veys (Samoilys 1997) and baited remote underwater videos (Westera et al. 2003; Langlois et al. 2010 ); however, both have limitations (Kulbicki 1998; Stobart et al. 2007) . A single monitoring approach is unlikely to provide adequate representation of an ecosystem associated with such a large and bio-diverse reef like Ningaloo, and different survey techniques should be considered in accordance with the biology and behaviour of target fauna (Willis et al. 2000) . For example, baited videos tend to record the larger, more mobile species that are attracted to baits, with other complementary methods required for comprehensive assessment (Cappo et al. 2004) . Fisheryindependent studies that seek to establish an all-inclusive baseline inventory of finfish species at a particular location (e.g. census) will almost certainly require a combination of approaches (Watson et al. 2005) . A recent, novel approach to monitoring at Ningaloo Reef has involved the installation of a permanent underwater camera system, 
Materials and methods
The Exmouth Navy Pier is located 16 km north of Exmouth, Western Australia, and was constructed in 1964 to 
Results
Since the Piercam project began in 2005, over 10,000 hours of video footage has been logged (Table 1) Table 2 ). The largest families represented, in terms of species diversity, are the Labridae (20 species), Chaetodontidae (13 species), Poma-centridae (13 species), and Serranidae (12 species). It is likely that some taxa (e.g. cryptic species or pelagics) may be under-represented due to the location and field of view of the cameras; however the data have been complemented by hand-held video surveys, which were archived along with the main footage from the fixed cameras. During its first five years, Piercam has recorded 57 finfish species not previously recorded at this site (Table 3) , resulting in a total of 249 finfish species documented at Point Murat to date (that is, the combined total of two earlier AIMS surveys and the Piercam results), although the authors cannot attest to any identi-fications beyond the 165 species confirmed by Dr Hutchins during this study.
Discussion
The importance of building long-term data sets of Ningaloo's marine fauna cannot be overstated at a time when significant oil and gas developments are rapidly progressing in the nearby Exmouth sub-basin and North West Shelf. 
